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WASHINGTON — Secre-
tary of State Shultz yesterday
dismissed claims by the San-
dinista regime in Managua
that a cargo plane shot down
by Nicaragua was on a secret
mission for the CIA.

“The people” who piloted
the C-123 transport “were not
from our military, were not
from any US. agency, the
CIA included,” Shultz told
reporters at the White House,
“These are private citizens.
This is not a governmental
operation.”

STAT

Nicaraguan officials in-
sisted that the plane, packed
with ammunition and sup-
plies for antigovernment re-
bels, was part of a CIA opera:
tion aimed at overthrowing
the Sandinista regime.

The plane crashed Sunday
35 miles north of Costa Rica
and 91 miles southeast of
Managua.

Alejandro Bendana, secre-

tary general of the Nicara-
guan Foreign Ministry, said:

“The facts are that there
was a plane shot down, that it
had an American crew in it
We're talking about a US.
plane. We're not saying a
U.S. Army plane but this is
obviously a CIA operation
with CIA operatives.”

3 dead Americans

He described the three
dead Americans as “U.S.
citizens now dying in Mr.
Ronald Reagan’s war against
Nicaragua. I think the Amer-
ican people are owed an ex-
planation.”

The Nicaraguan govern-
ment identified a sole survi-
vor as Eugene.Hafenfus,
of Marinette, Wis.

Family members, who sai
the named was spell

troops, was

about 20 years ago.”

Hasenfus, said he worked for
a Florida air freight com-
pany.

The Pentagon said a per-
son by the name of Eugene
Hasenfus had received an
honorable discharge in 1965
from the Marine Corps after
ive years of active duty.
_CTA representative Kathy
herson said in Washington:
"The guy doesn’t work for us
nd CIA is not involved. . . .

Seeks ‘adventure’

OSHKOSH, Wis.—Eugene Hasenfus, identified as the
American shot down Sunday and captured by Nicareguan
“the type of guy who goes looking for
adventure,” his brother, William, said yesterday.
He couldn’t say why his brother would be flying over

Nicaragua. “As far as | knew, he worked for an air freight

outfit out of Miamj,” William said. “He was in the Marines

Nicaragua downed the plane inside its national terri-
tory, saying it had captured one American and three
Americans had been killed in the crash.

Nicaragua said the captured American had identified
himself as a U S. military adviser in El Salvador but U S.
officials denied any connection with the mission.

United Press internationat

. There are congressional re-
strictions on assistance to the
contras and we do not break
those restrictions.”

President Reagan has
asked for $100 million in
military and economic aid for
the rebels fighting to over-
throw the Sandinistas.

The appeal, which was
Passed in the Senate and the
House, is awaiting fina]
approval.
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